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» One novewortry aspact, of Communist anmunttien 
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ave remained relativaly iow. This pattern 
ra has distinct implications fos Communist 
ities and tactical plans in South Vietnam. 
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of 385 artillery roundy datlv.** Acmording to these 
figures, the Communists this ‘year have been 
firing only sbou* one art es round in 
weapons rounds, while in 1972 
rounds was artillerv. 


3. Tne decline in the relative share of artillery 


expenditure 
is directly reflected in the astimated tonnages of all 


anmunition in the mix of Communist heavy weapons 


types of ground ammunition fired by Communist forcus. 
Because sere amuunition is the heaviest in the 
Communists ! aventory, the difference in the tonnages 
fired in 1972 ‘and avila hee much qreater than the 


every Su witaVvy 
bout one in every three 


Gif feronce 


in total xounds. rom January 


through November 1974 


hemnoracl 


the Communists tired an estimated average of 10 tons 


a day, 


ynile in the period April through Saptember 1972 


an estimated 60 tons of all ground ammunition were 


expended daily, 


The table below 


illustrates the comparative 


toe tee 


rates of Communist expenditures in 1974 and during the 1972 


orfensive. 


Daily Communist 
pweSae es SoH 


mortar, 
Period 
frounds) 

Apr-Sep 1972 730 


Jan-Nov 1974 680 
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4. The relatively low percentage of artillery expe 
in 1974 did not change during the surge in coriat 
September. 
Communist forces expended artillery at an 
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while firing mortars, ore and recoillass * 
riflas at the rate of 1,170 rounds daily ~-- still cc 


equivalent * 


to about one artillery round in every 30 Ee ais cf heavy 


weapons cexpoendad. 


and $10 mortar, rocket, and recolless rizle rounds daily; 
a little more than one artillery in every three Agavy wialons 


rounds. The following % 


~~ ** Communist artille 


artillery weapons. 


In contrast, during the period Guiy through 
September 1972 -- the peak 
that year -- the Communists fired an 


table suamarizes these expenditures. 
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Daily ¢ qnmunist t Ammunition Jixponditures 


July SEER Sao Ombui [972 and ton 


eS 


mortar, rocket, total heavy ‘s 
- Period recoilless rifla artillery weapons artillery 
Jul-Sey 1972 910 540 1,450 37% 
4 Jul-Sep 1974 Lipa tO 40 1,210 3.3% 


5. The Commugists' decision to keep their artillery 
guns under wraps apparently is based cn a combination of 
Considerations. The overriding factor probably is that 
the Communists' Limited military objectives thus far in 
the ecare-fize period have requized greater use of lighter 
and shorter ranga weapons. Use of lighter weapons may 
also be more consistent with the Communists! intention 
to appear to be eed within the confines cf the 
cease-fire agreement In addition, the conservation of 
artillery probably is linked to the ‘Communists! tine- 
table for completion of training in artillery and comoined 
arms us@ now being conducted in North Vietnam and in some 
areas of South Vietnam. 


6. Nonetheless, the obvious imolication -- considering 
the Communists' massive ammunition stockpiles and their 
low artillery consumption rate -- is that the North Victnanese 
are saving their artillery for use at a later date. if 
. the artillery is finally unleashed on a countrywide banis 
‘she intensity of Communist shellings would se far greater 


than that observed thus far in 1974, and arr even 2 
greater than the heavy barrages received in 1972 Tais 

intensive use of firepower could be critical, pa rtieulé ary $ 
considering the Communists! abiiity to exert heavy press. ure 


on ARVN forces this year witnout it. 


7. A corollary to this analysis is that a marked increase 
in the share of artillery ammunition in the mix of Communist 
heavy weapons adie tures probably will signal that a major 
Communist escalation of combat activity has begun or is 
imminant. Moreover, because Conimunist ar tiliery “- an 
particular the 12Z-mm and 130-ma weapons -- has been used 
so eRe etal recently, a signigicant rise in its use even 
without other signs cm Large-scale infantry attacks should be 

‘ viewed as an cminous indicator. 
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